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WOMEN CANBE SAVED!

1. GEDIK, Simon. Defensio sexus muliebris, opposita futilissimae
disputationt recens editae, qua suppresso anthoris & typographi nomine blaspheme f
contenditur, mulieres homines non esse. Leipzig: Lantzenberger, 1595. 4to. ’
(62) pp. One sentence crossed out heavily on E1 by a contemporary l
hand. Modern boards. $1,850 |

First edition. One of the earliest reactions to a nototious anti-feminist -
polemic, Disputatio nova contra mulieres, qua probatur eas homines non esse
(no place, 1595), which had denied the humanity of women (and thus
their capacity for salvation). “Within days of the publication of the
New Disputation, on January 12, 1595... the dean and professors of
the Theology Faculty in Leipzig published their reply. The Leipzig
theologians were less concerned with the denial of the humanity of
women in the New Disputation than they were with what they
perceived to be its attacks on the true, Lutheran faith. They argued
that the author of the New Disputation denied the resurrection of
women only to call into question the doctrine of the resurrection asa |
whole. Having defended this doctrine, the Leipzigers argued that they B

had reestablished the dignity of the female sex and had dispelled doubts that the New Disputation might have given
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fexus muliebris,
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TIONI RECENS EDIT &, VA
{uppreffo authoris & typographinomciLne,

blafpheme contenditur,

Mulicres homines non effe.

SIMON gEDICCVS
Sacrofanite Theol. Dodt. €5°.

ImPRIMEBAT Mrcuant
LANTZENBERGER.

women about the certainty of their salvation.” (Reinis, “Catechism and Querelle des Femmes [1556-1689]”). OCLC:

Chicago, Yale, NLM, U Penn, Harvard.
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E s Dames ’honneur §

le rci}wc& que. tout k
monde doit & rend-au metite
qui-rend voftre noble {exe re
commandable commeau pro-
ject de perfection & commes
vn ornement precicux dont I
Nature a embelly fes ouurages
/3¢ tellement efmeu & anime
mon courage par I'Eloge da
lolianges qui en efclatre d
toutes. parts.que-ic-nay ¢
abject de Fortuneplus fauors

vy A L7 AT™M B Ix
¢lloignce potterité. D'en for-
" mer laCategorie entiere, tous)
les Theucidides Saluftes Plu-
rarques & autres Hiﬂqriggr‘l—
phesy perdroiée leurs .cicrv ics,,
&pour e trouuct liffaé 1'au-
rois plus de befoin de lalnnggc
de Mercure que n'eut. Thelée
du fils ‘d’Ariadne.. Ie ne. puis

| objeéts ,qui {e rencontrent 2
la-grandeur de feurs glaces,
Lardante affcction: qui me
porte a vous:honorer ne peut

blement agreable & defirabk
que de poufler la memoire de
vos vertus iufques a la plus

afgaller ny cquilibrer mon

difcours alafublimicé dufuje&

' qQue I'ay entreprins k}C traickes:
. vy,

pas imiter - ces. ‘excellens. mi- 2
roifers de Venile de. qui les\e
luyfantes: glaces cfgallent lc§ (=

GENDER IS A CONSTRUCT

2. DE LA MARTINIERE, Louis Bermen. L¢
Bouclier des Dames, contenant toutes leurs belles
perfections. Rouen: Jacques Besogne, 1621. 12mo.
21 pp, (3), 401 [i.e. 381] pp, (2), including engt.
title-page. Later richly-gilt calf. $4,500

Fourth recorded copy (after the BL, BnF,

and Wisconsin) of this remarkable addition to

the guerelle des femmes which reached its peak in
France between 1615-1625. "The defense of
women by Louis de Bermen de la Martiniere is
an integral part of the entire controversial
movement stirred up in reaction to Jacques
Olivier’s Alphabet and its supporters ... There
ought to be a study made on this eloquent piece
of over 400 pages ...” (Angenot, Les champions des

Sermmes (1977), pp. 51-53 trans.). Bermen also presents an argument unique at the time, that gender is a construct:
Drawing on ancient sources, he points out that transgenderism and androgyny have always existed in human societies,
and even married women have historically suddenly changed sex, got married, and impregnated their wives (pp. 133-
134). Ian MacLean’s Woman Trinmphant: Feminism in French Literature, 1610-1652 (1977) also contains several discussions

of Bermen’s work. OCLC shows a single US copy, at Wisconsin.



AN EARLY CHAMPION OF ANNA MARIA VAN SCHURMAN

3. BEVERWYCK, Jan van. Van de Winementheyt des
Vromwelicken Geslachts. Vergiert met Historyen, ende kopere
Platen... In desen tweeden Druck op verscheyde plaetschen
vermeerdert. Dodrecht: Hendrick van Esch, 1643. 8vo.
3 parts in 1. (42), 41 pp; (19), 401 pp; (9), 208 pp, plus
double-page engr. title and full-page engr. portrait of
Anna Schurman, and with 18 full- or half-page engts.
in text. Contemporary calf. $2,650

Second, enlarged edition (first, 1639), richly-illustrated
with a total of 20 engravings. “In 1639 and 1643,

In Effigiem D. Annx Marix i

Schurman . ‘

Doita manus faciem fculplic, fi cxtera poffent
Dodtrina & Virtus pingere, tota foret.

Gentil pingeau fit la face,

i ravit sous cour bumain:
Mais ces vertus, & fa grace
Paffens millefois La main .

Dellamedefima.

San gentile, pieno d* Amore

Chi fompre canta la bela LAy R A,
Es per li piani core riftaura ;

5" Iralia legge con gran fupore:

Ritorna in vita, ma per morive,

Vedends i rai de alma purs,

Miracolo piu raro di nasura, |
Che peme ¢ lingue nom ponmo dire .

A.Coivio, |

Sies k lrf’%t 7«:/: e
Daer vmgt thwn :
Dacr gan De Braghi: Man-

e
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Johan van Beverwijck... published IVan de wtnementheyt
des vromwelicken Geslachts (Of the Excellence of the Female
Gender)... His work is unique in the querelle des fenmes

of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries because of
its blend of medical argument and historical examples, its use of modern historical and traditional classical sources,
its inclusion of contemporary women, especially Dutch ones, and its absence of any intimation of women's inferiority”
(Moore). Having read the pro-women treatises of Lucrezia Marinella (1600) and the rather more obscure Cristobal da
Costa (1592), Beverwijck finds them both inadequate because they resort to denigrating men. Instead, Beverwijck
seeks to present positive examples of female accomplishment, especially drawing on those known to him personally.
To this end he dedicates Part II of the present work to the young Anna Maria van Schurman, and includes a sample
of her work (a poem praising Marie de Gournay). OCLC: Boston Public Library, Huntington, Columbia, Harvard.

AN ALLY OF ARCANGELA TARABOTTI

E: 4. BONINI, Filippo Maria. [.a Donna Difesa. All'illustriss. & eccellentiss. sig. Pelina
| Spinola principessa di Molfetta, . Venice: Guerigli, 1652. 12mo. (16), 296 pp.
pinola. princp g pp

! DIFESA | Contemporary vellum with richly calligraphed spine. $2,850
| D A |‘
| i
FILIPPO MARIA BONINI | | . .. . . . .
CENOY S . First edition. “In 1647, there was published in Venice yet another version of the
| AlPurifs.& Eccellentifs.Sig. ! pamphlet refuting the existence of women’s souls that had been in circulation in
PELINA SPINOLA . northern Europe at various times in the preceding century... [Arcangela] Tarabotti,

| Pincpeadiofean e already positioned to defend the female sex against all detractors, interpreted the

?C licenzade’ Superiors, @ Prinilecio. | . .

| i st . work as an attack against women that needed refutation. She devoted her last
s . . .
. completed work to the purpose... A similar defense was offered a year later in
. Filippo Maria Bonini’s L.a Donna |Difesa]... Bonini and Tarabotti both provide

detailed refutations of each of the points made by the anonymous writer, combining

commonplaces with some ingenious new arguments.” (Heller). Bonini distinguishes

himself in the present work by citing hermaphrodite and transgender persons as

|

|

i! I e  evidence that men and women should be considered of the same species: “as not
l ... 7 longago in Genoa someone in the guise of a nun was seen to pass from one sex to
the other; and a number of others, having been women for many years, varying their sex, instead of taking a husband,
wished for a wife” (trans. quoted in Heller). Bonini’s treatise was published again in 1667, but the present first
edition — appearing around the same time as Arcangela Tarabotti’s similar work — is exceptionally rare in

census and in the trade. OCLC: no US copies, just two other copies worldwide.



GUILLAUME POSTEL AND MADRE ZUANA
“ONE OF THE MOST VIRULENT [WORKS] EVER WRITTEN ON WOMEN”

5. RAYNAUD, Théophile. Dissertatio de Sobria Alterins Sexus
frequentatione per sacros et religiosos homines. In aedificata narratione
deliriorum, queis Puella Veneta, Guilielmum Postellum... seculo superiore
infatuavit. Lyon: Michaelis Duhan, 1653. 8vo. (24), 600 pp, (28)
including full-page engraved arms of the dedicatee. Early 18th
century polished French calf, spine richly gilt; gilt dentelles.
$2,250

First edition of this cutrious work, “one of the most virulent ever
written on women” (Bibliographie Clérico-galante). The focus of
Raynaud’s discourse is the dangers which religious men face when
consorting with the opposite sex; all sorts of pitfalls are described,
including the seductive charm of the well-educated woman, who is
considered especially unchaste (p. 459). Raynaud was spurred to
write his cautionary treatise based on the true story, related in detail
here, of the relationship between the famous philosopher and
mystic Guillaume Postel (1510-1581) and the visionary Venetian
mystic known as ‘Madre Zuana’ or ‘Mere Jeanne’, with whom, as
the title-page suggests, Postel became ‘deliriously infatuated’.
OCLC: U Penn.
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SOLD TO ‘WELL-DISPOSED LLADIES’,
WITH DETACHABLE DONATION SLIPS

Eog ) sy nen U T i 6. BLAKE, William. The Ladies Charity School-house Roll

i B - ! of Hughgate: or, a Suvscription of Man oble, W ell-Dispose
{ g g i , Highg Subscription of Many Noble, Well-Disposed
7= T!" A [l J Ladies for the Ease of Carrying it on. [London: no printer,
e = j s FI : I ca. 1670]. (4) leaves of engr. plates, 292 pp, (4), including
l ! AEHLE ’r . r terminal  blank. Contemporary gilt-tooled black

2 jc 12 aus R munimL Y morocco, all edges gilt. $2,850
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| Sole edition of an unusual item sold only to women, and
\ an exceptionally well-preserved example of this title

N

most often found incomplete or very worn. Blake was a
woollen-draper by trade, and attempted to fund his
grandiose school for orphans from the contributions of
well-to-do women. As explained here, each engraving
was intended to be detached by the purchaser if desired,
and inscribed with the details of her donation to the
school; it would then be “hung up in the School-house
to be read of all from Time to Time, to the wotld’s end
we hope”. The project finally folded in 1685, and Blake
spent two years in debtors’ prison for his efforts.

B Y . N
|



CRITIQUING THE ‘ORNAMENTATION’ OF WOMEN

7. LEONARDI, Giovanni. Trattato Utilissimo del
Vano Ornamento delle Donne. Estratto da alcuni
Principali Dottori di Santa Chiesa, et altri Scrittori Profani.
Rome: Lazari, 1673. 12mo. (16), 172 pp, (4),
including engr. portrait of author. Modern boards.

$1,850
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Lerteradi ungran Perfonaggio,
chiamato Paolinos [iritta in lin-
gua Erancefe ad una [fira Nepo-
te maggiore s nella quale biafma
le e vanita 5 particolarmente
nel porzar il petto [copertocanata
dall Opera del P. Panolo Barry
della Ca‘b.lgrii‘l di Giestsintitola
ta:Artedimparare a ber morire,

Later edition, following the vanishingly rare first
edition of 1593. Leonardi decties all forms of
female adornment, including strong criticisms of
hairstyling, makeup, jewelry, and clothing. Drawing
on secular and ecclesiastical authors, he even

f Ia Nepote. Mi farei molto ral-
legrato, fe voftrazia, vi ha-
uelse permefso di fare vn picciolo
viaggio , & arrivare fino 4 quella ===
Citra; Hauerei hauuta confolatione -
| di parlarui d bocca’, come anche alla
voltra inferiora. md perche ella fia
male, ¢troppo fi [commodarebbe
| » - ed ellavuole che fiate con’ l¢i, mi'bi-
i V-P.IO.I.EONARDIVS LaicensisCH fogna hauer paticnza, ¢ l‘.zm';v.rib
‘{3‘, .gregat. Cler. Reg. MATRIS DET Luce SOUCTRATS gid che per fua bontd clla
Ji F'""fhf‘ crecte Fundator. Obijt Romedr !1alll)rx'41>1-clo di non abbandonarui,
m,ﬁoy.p,',} & dinon permettere che facciate al-
cun viaggio fenza di lei .

|  Miwelta poco tempo di viuere,poi-

a che

l

preemptively argues against the ‘excuses’ offered up
by ‘vain’ women to justify their actions. OCLC: no
US copies of any edition (and just a single copy of
the 1593 edition worldwide, in Berlin!).

Octob. wtatsue an,6y.

- | MARIE MEURDRAC’S ‘CHEMISTRY FOR WOMEN’

'v-:"?\fl‘-

CHIMICA REACHES ITALY

CA%lgl}ngg LE, 8. [IMEURDRAC, Marie]. L.a Chimica Caritatevole, ¢ Facile, in Favor delle

IN FAVOR DELLE DAME Dapme. .. Dedicato all'llustriss. & Eccellentiss. Sig. Donna Anna Altieri Colonna,

: Scritto in Francefe Principessa di Carbognano &¢. Venice: Pontio Bernardon, 1682. 12mo. (4),

-/ DALLA SIG- M. M. 5-12 pp, 256 pp, (20) pp. Contemporary velum. $1,850
E Tradotto-

& DA NARBONTE PORDONI- Sole edition of this Italian translation of an eatly chemistry manual for

5 DEDICATO women by the remarkable French alchemist Marie Meurdrac (ca. 1610-

Ty ss, O Bcelenp(. & 1680), here dedicated by the translator to Anna Altieri Colonna (d. 1686)

- DONNA AN N A of the important family of patrons. The French original had appeared in

ALTIERI . COLONNA 1656 (ct Smeltzer, Extraordinary Women in Science & Medicine, 85). While

French editions are commonly encountered in the trade, the present
example of the trans-national diffusion of Meurdrac’s work is rare.
OCLC: Delaware, U Penn, Wisconsin.

| . 01 g VA s
IN VENETIA, M.DC.LXXXII.

i
l Appreflo Pontio Bernardon
_a PInfegna del Tempo ,
t Con Licenza de'Superiori, e Priuilegio .
o
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AN UNPAID PROSTITUTE SUES HER CLIENT

9. [PROSTITUTION]. Factum pour Frangois Bernard Berard Demonge,
sieur d'Esbatis. .. contre la nommée Marie-Anne Martin, ¢y devant fille de I'Opera.
[Paris: no printer, 1700]. 4to. 12 pp. Disbound. $1,250

A legal briefing, or factum, concerning the unusual case of a convicted
prostitute suing her client for uncollected fees. “This petition concerns
the question of whether a girl convicted of mal commerce and
prostitution is eligible to sue for the price of her debauchery" (preface).
The preface goes on to apologize for the unavoidable use of colorful
language in the account, which may shock some readers. The client in
this case was a young man, Sieur Demonge, “still a minor and a law
student”; Marie-Anne Martin, one of numerous prostitutes who
congregated around the Opera, is said to be the daughter of a coachman.
The account even suggests that Mademoiselle Martin wrote some letters
to Demonge, which “make Alosia, Aretino, and all the other salacious
writers who have ever been, look modest and restrained in comparison”.
OCLC: no US copy.

gﬁé%%ié&:&é&%ﬁ&%é%i’%é%ﬁ!é?&%#%
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POUR FRANGOIs- BERNARD BERARD DEMONGE,
Sicur d’Efbaftis, Appellanc d’une Sentence rendué au
Chaftelecde Paris lc 29. May 1706. & de I'Ordonnance
de reception de caution decernée cn confequence le 31.
Juillet de la méme année.

CONTRE la nommée Marie-Anne Martin, cy-devant fille
de I'Opera,

*Appel eft d’une Sentence du Chafteler , par laquelle le
I Sieur Demonge a efté debouté des Lettres de Refcifion
quil a obtenués contre une donatiort de luy extorquée

par la Martin, :

QUESTION.

Cet a[:{pcl donne lieu 4 Ia queftion de fGavoir, fi une fille con-
vaincué de mauvais commerce & de proftitution, eft recévable &
demander en juftice le prix de fa debauche.

Cette queftion infeparable d’un recic de faits honteux', ne
pourra eftre traitce , fans fe fervir d'expreflions fortes , de termes,
qui fans choquer la’ bienfeance, donnent une jufte idée du ca”
ractere de la Martin. Si les couleurs qui feront employces dans
ce Tableau d'aprés nature , luy paroiflent donc vives & hardies,
quelle en accufe le déreglement de fa conduire, quelle: ne s'en
prenne qu'a elle-méme.

F A AT,
La Marcin fille d'wn Cocher, cftj une de ces créarures, qui nées
fans biens & ayec de mauvaifes inclinations , fe font une profeffion
de la débauche, & n'ont dautre oceupation que de tendre des

pieres, d ceux que le peu d’experience,, & le bofiillant de la jeu-
nefle, rendenc incapables de reflexion.
A

WOMEN AND THE RIGHT TO EDUCATION

‘B.10. ANDREZA PLANERI

Machem. Sup. Prof. Publici,

TR TR

| GYNACEO |
| bocro, |

Dl

- Rongelehrtem Fraucsimimet,

WITTENBERG A&,
LITERIS IOANNIS GODOFREDI MEYERI,
” Anno 1715,

3).

10. PLANER, Johann Andreas. Tactatus [sic| de Gynaeceo Docto,
dlas]. i[st]. Von gelebrtem Frauenzimmer. Wittenberg: Meyer, 1715.
Contemporary sheep. 4to. 72 pp.

Sole edition of this treatise in defense of the right of women to
earn an education. Most of the work is taken up with an
exhaustive list of educated women through history and their
particular merits, up to the present day. Planer’s entries thus
include the writers Magdalena Heymair, Anna Maria Cramer,
Vittoria Colonna, Isabella Andreini, Anna Bijns, Queen Christina
of Sweden, Olympia Fulvia Morata, the astronomer Maria Cunitz
(d. 1664), the Anglo-Czech poet Elizabeth Jane Weston, and
dozens of other. The lengthiest entry is perhaps unsurprisingly
devoted to Anna Maria van Schurman (pp. 61-63). Planer (d.
1717) was a professor of Mathematics at Wittenberg, and the
present work is found in a Sammelband of his treatises. OCLC
shows US copies at SUNY, Yale, and BPL (Galatea Collection, p.

$1,500



THE WOMEN?’S LIBRARY

11. [WRAY, Mary Harrison?]. Bibliotheque des Dames, contenant des Régles
générales pour lenr conduit dans toutes les circonstances de la Ve. .. Amsterdam:
Emanuel du Villard, 1716-1719. 8vos., 2 vols in 2. (12), 524 pp, (4); (8),
425 pp, (17), including engr. frontispiece of a woman in her private

library intently focused on the pages of a large folio. Contemporary
vellum. $1,250

First edition of this translation of The Ladies’ Library (1714), with a
delightful frontispiece. Written in the first person by a female narrator,
the work was long assumed to have been authored by Mary Wray,
grand-daughter of the writer Jeremy Taylor (1613-1667). Today, Wray’s
authorship is disputed. OCLC shows both volumes at Harvard; Vol 1

only is held at the Huntington, Duke, and U Penn.
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IN PRAISE OF ‘THE WICKED WOMAN’

12. [COQUELET, Louis?]. Elge de la Méchante Femme, Dédi¢ a
Mademoiselle Honesta. Paris: Heuqueville, 1731. 12mo. (8), 49 pp, (1).
19th century half green calf. Ex-libris of José M. Catarineu.

$950

First edition of this treatise on the ‘wicked woman’, an ambivalent
text which “echoes in places earlier misogynist parodies, but [the
authot’s] expressions of respect for strong women and disdain for
male self-delusion seem unfeigned” (Musinsky, catalog
description). Comparing men’s stereotypical fears of the corrupting
‘strong woman’ to the absurdity of superstition, the author traces
the root of this fear to their upbringing, just as they are taught to
fear the number thirteen. Finally, our author notes that these
almost congenital prejudices are further strengthened by the
misogyny inherent in the literature of great male writers, illustrated
by numerous citations and references. OCLC shows US copies at
Harvard, Princeton, and UCLA.



13. SARNELLI, Gennaro Maria. Ragion: Cattoliche, 1 egali, ¢ Politiche: In Difesa delle
Republiche Rovinate dall’ insolentito Meretricio. Coll’ Agginnta delle Maniere da restringere, e
frenare le Meretrici, da conservare le fanciulle pericolanti, e mantenere le Contrade purgate dale
carnali dissolutezze. ..
4), 8 pp, (16). Contemporary vellum; many signatures faintly dampstained. $2,850

Extremely rare sole edition. Rather than the vituperative attack on ‘insolent \
prostitutes’ suggested by the title-page, Sarnelli instead offers an in-depth !
discussion of all possible facets of the trade in early 18th-century Naples, based

on observation and experience. His ‘remedy’ consists of designating certain areas r
of the city for prostitution, as well as restricting the type of clothing they may wear |
and the houses they may reside in. He is also very concerned by the practice of {

HOwW TO DEAL WITH NEAPOLITAN PROSTITUTES

Naples: [no printer], 1739. 4to. 20 pp, (14), 176 pp, (2), 80 pp, |

 AGGIUNTA

* Maniere particolari da racchiudere , ¢ rat-

tencr perpetuamente a freno. le mere-
{ trici ; da ricapitarc le ravvedute;
da confcn ar le fancinlle peri-
‘ colanti; ¢ mantener fem-
pre purgata fa Repub-
blica dalle diffolu~

tezze carnali.
COLLE RISPOSTE ALLE OPPOSIZIONI.

{57 O men ke Naturali, Divine, ¢ Comuc
nileggi, che e buone maffime del Go-
b vemo politico inviolabilmente efiggono
da’ Principi, e Magifirati, che lemere-
wrici fian collocate fegregate: dalle famis
i glic onorare,, ¢ i mantengano a freno , ¢
umiliate; inmodache ' impedifcanc § ma-
Ti maggiori, ¢ fi fcemino > quanto pitlfia poffibile, Ic pro-
flituzioni dc]]e donne, ¢ le diffolutezze degli uomini. Pers
tanto, effendofi finora moftrato il danno, che reca all'Uni.
verfo il difordinato meretricio , ¢ lobbligazionc indifpen~
fabile di ripararvi ; par , . &hel‘ammylmcn(ode]l Opera,
T'aggiugnervi le maniere particolari da fitvar le meretrich,
€ con quai leggi anno a regolar(l , affin di pienamente con~
feguire , ciocché giuftamente (i pretende...
E per formar, di quanto fiegue; pit viva idea, ¢ afin
& muovere chi rpem a raffienar nelle maniere pin pro~
prie, e pitt efficaci le meretrici , wopo &, che s'intenda ,,
«ome gli (gbilimenti Jnfrafcritd) , non (oo confanno mi-
A

‘honorable’ gentleman frequenting low-class women, and suggests avenues to | -

support women who leave the trade and their children. Various paginations are

A.\_ X of]

offered in the Italian Union Catalogue, but our copy seems to contain at least one more section than others. The
catalogue entry at the National Library of Naples cheekily suggests that “the author demonstrates a profound
knowledge of the geography of the prostitutes in Naples, which suggests that he must have been a frequent visitor”.
OCLC: Chicago.

Y

EVERY WOMAN HER OWN PHYSICIAN

—

S OPHIA ] 14. OEHME, Johann August. Sophia oder Weibliche Kingheit,

y" ‘,D‘it stunft moburcb f d) ¢in is'taucngm

erredr
mer in ibrer SNaue ev rmmg gvg

athen , un ﬂ): eben
ton andl)men l)‘:[cgﬁbrmén il o

Ginem Sefprade

pon Dder

 Bebuts - @ulﬁc
- D. B &%ugu(to ebmen

Medic. & Chirurg. Pad. (1 Drefoem

. Drefden
bey Sohann Nicolaus Sevladyen, 1750

Ses S S gREE T S

DES S

das ist die Kunst, wodurch sich ein Franenzimmer in inbhrer Natur
erkennen, bey erregten Kranckbeiten selbst rathen, und ihr Leben sebr
Dresden: Gerlach, 1750. 8vo. 454 pp, (10),
$2,000

hoch bringen fan. ..
including engt. frontispiece. Modern quarter calf.

Very rare second edition (first 1742) of this vernacular guide
to ‘feminine medicine’, titled in full ‘Sophia, or Feminine
Wisdom, that is: the Art by which a Woman can know her
own Nature, cure herself of acute illnesses, and improve her
Life. As well as a Conversation on Birthing-Help’. The topics
covered revolve in large part around menstruation, pregnancy,
and motherhood. The former is the subject of much
treatment: its non-appearance is taken as a sure sign of illness,

and Oehme descrlbes a “Sophia Pill’ which remedies too-frequent menstrual flows and ‘restores unnaturally
congested’” menstruation without the least discomfort (pp. 20-21). Recipes for a ‘Mother-Elixitr’ and a ‘Mother-
Essence’ on p. 371 are said to be effective against cramps, with the curious disclaimer that “this is exactly the powder

with which the Devil roasted his own mother”

. Page 136 suggests treatment for those who experience menstrual

flows so strong that their life is endangered. We also find discussions of the effects of coffee on women (bad!), the
care of newborns; how to detect ‘false’ pregnancies (p. 174); disorders of the breast including cancer (p. 326); and so
on. The last section takes the form of a dialogue between an ‘experienced [male| obstetrician’ and an ‘inexperienced

[female] midwife’, and even gives some detail on contemporary medical regulation — e.g. a new rule in Leipzig forcing
female midwives to attend lectures at the local medical college (p. 392). The obstetrician also argues against the use
of so-called ‘circular chairs’ for birthing and instead recommends birth in bed. OCLC: Harvard, JHU, NLM.



“I'T IS WOMEN WHO TEACH US TO THINK AND TO FEEL, AND THE PUBLIC CAN
ONLY GAIN IMMENSELY, EVERY TIME THEY DESIRE TO EXPRESS THEIR
THOUGHTS AND FEELINGS.” (p. viii)

15. GAILLARD, Gabriel-Henri. Poétigue Frangoise, a ['Usage des Dames.
Avec des Excemples. Paris: Nyon, 1749. 8vos, 2 vols in 2. ix pp, (1), x pp,
402 pp; (4), 404 pp, (4). Contemporary mottled calf. $1,500

First edition of this intriguing example of Enlightenment pedagogy.
Gaillard’s noteworthy preface speaks of rescuing women from the
“shameful prejudice, which confined [their] minds to the obscurity of
their domestic affairs, and which pitilessly forbade them to have
sophistication and intellectuality”. This attitude, he warns, risks
plunging the country back into the dark ages of illiteracy — but is being
countered by formidable female authors in the sciences, “disciples and
rivals of the Maupertuis, Muschembroeks, Fontenelles, & Algarottis”,
who are leading the charge “for the gain of society”. OCLC shows US
copies at the BPL, Harvard, Michigan, Washington, Yale, and Duke. A
second edition appeared in 1752, also rare.

WITH INSTRUCTIONS FOR ‘DRESSING’ PRINTS
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16. [ANONYMOUS]. Des
Franenzimmers bequemes und nuzliches Hand-
Buch, alle
wohlanstandige  Wissenschafften und haussliche
Verrichtungen  enthalten. Esslingen: Schall,
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1756. 8vo. (16) including engr. frontispiece,
680 pp, (32). Contemporary boards (spine
perished). $1,850

Sole edition, and a rare survival of a
provincial household guide for women,
containing thousands of recipes and
instructions for all conceivable aspects of a
station:

housewife’s cooking, cleaning,

dyeing, weaving, medicine, and
cosmetology. Pages 100-105 even describe
the lost art of ‘dressing’ prints —i.e. applying
strips of silk or embroidery to pre-printed

engravings or paintings, a popular past-time

in late 18th century Southern Germany. OCLC shows a single US copy, at the NYPL.
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17. [ANONYMOUS)]. Kleine Hans-Apothek vor das Fraunenzimmer, worinn viele rare pidts
Kunststiicke, anch wie Edelsteine, Perlen, seidene Zeuge, Sammet &. zu sdaubern, enthalten. .. %tautnslmmcrl
Tubingen: Johann Georg Cotta, 1761. 8vo. (2), 179 pp, (11) pp. Contemporary ; oot e ot f
boards. $1,500 R un t,
audy Wl!
(Ebclgcﬁclnz, Perfenn ; feidene Seuges
Sole edition, and the third recorded copy of this guide to the expected duties of ‘ @"""“"’; b fubeny
housewives — including sections on cooking, pharmacy, chemical cleaning, and | 1 som sienichen Regifes
cosmetology. A rare survival of this type of household guide used by women or ot
their servants. OCLC shows no US copies, and just the Hungarian Academy of | b
Sciences and Thiuringen in Europe. T  aggingen
| % Sobann Georg Cotta,
1y, 57605
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18. LANNOY, Juliana Cornelia de. Aan myn Geest.
Breda: Willem Oukoop, 1766. Large 4to. (4), 12 pp. Stab-
stitched as issued. $1,850

Very rare first edition (reprinted in 1767) of this landmark
of Dutch literature. Published anonymously as the 28-year
old De Lannoy’s first work to appear in print, the title
translated as “To My Intellect”, and “describes a
discussion between I’ and ‘my mind’. The ‘mind’ argues
that a woman should be free to make use of her intellectual
abilities, to which ‘I” replies that this would expose her to
rejection and social exclusion. The ‘mind’ acknowledges
the risk, but is prepared to take it.” (Lia van Gemert,
Women's Writing from the Low Countries 1200-1875: A
Bilingnal Anthology, pp. 46-7. As Gemert further notes,
“Juliana Cornelia, Baroness de Lannoy was a witty, self-
assured woman who remained unmarried and lived in
several places in the Republic. .. This background may help
to explain the confident tone of De Lannoy’s work.
Although she always observed the social niceties, she was
never afraid to give her opinion and often used irony to
expose prejudices about women. Already in her first long
poem, To My Intellect, De Lannoy disputed the prejudice

that women were intellectually less gifted than men and should therefore settle for an inferior social position. She
argued that women could and should do more than care for their husbands and children. To De Lannoy, writing was

much more than an appropriate pastime: it was an honourable way of life, one that she was determined to pursue.

(Ibid, p. 418). OCLC: no US copy.



THE SECOND RECORDED COPY
OF A POWERFUL CRITIQUE OF SOCIAL MORES

19. FONTETTE DE SOMMERY, Mademoiselle. Brochure Morale.
“Amsterdam, et se trouve 4 Paris”: Delalain, 1769. 8vo. iv pp, 182 pp, (2). Eatly
wrappers using contemporary binder’s waste. All edges deckled; a few
signatures with light dampstains. $2,850

Impossibly rare first edition of the earliest known work of this little-studied
author, whose later work has been recently described as “one of the most
curious novels in eighteenth-century French literature” (Paul J. Young, Diderot
Studies Vol 32, 2012). Sommery’s Brochure Morale offers a no-holds-barred
critique of contemporary French society from all sides: her chapters range from
“De I'Education” to “De la Naissance”; “De la Société”, and “Du Mariage”. A
lengthy review of her work was offered by the critic of /’Année littéraire for 1769
— who was evidently ignorant of her sex. The only other surviving copy
resides at the BnF.
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AN UNRECORDED DISCOURSE
ON THE ABUSE OF FEMALE BEAUTY

20. [ANONYMOUS]. Discours Moral sur la Beauté des Femmes, on la Belle Aglaé.

0y - [Lyon?: no printer|, 1770. 8vo. 82 pp. Modern card covers. $2,250
L A BYEL LB : 2
AGL .A E. ~ Sole edition, unrecorded in OCLC or the CCFr. A fascinating appraisal
' TORE | of societal perceptions of female beauty; a contemporary review (e Moniteur
il Albé gt endingty,

@

Judiciaire de Lyon, 1771) gives a good flavor of the contents: "the Author ...

[1s] a philosopher who, without misanthropy, examines in the light of reason,
the desire which occurs to us far too lightly, according to him, to grant
women the title of ‘beautiful’ of which they are so jealous, which adulation,
\ 7 ' rather than truth, puts them in possession of. He... wants to convince us of
the futility of Beauty. To persuade us, he proves that the imaginary privileges
which our ‘Beauties’ arrogate to themselves, are established only on a
frivolous and chimerical basis, since beauty itself exists only by the fictions
& delirium of the imagination, & by national prejudices..."



TRANSLATED BY THE 21 YEAR-OLD ELISABETTA TURRA

21. LEPRINCE DE BEAUMONT, Jeanne-Marie / TURRA, Elisabetta

(trans.). Istruzione per le Giovani Dame che entrano nel Mondo, e si maritano, loro Doveri ISTRUZIONE
in questo Stato, e verso i loro Figl... Rome: Pagliarini, 1772. 3 vols in 1. 8vos. 203 | PER'LE GIOVANI DAME

. CHE ENTRANO NEL MONDO, E SI MARITANO,

pp, (1); 243 pp, (1); 250 pp, (2). Contemporary velum. $1,650 LORg DOVERIIN QUESTO STATO , £ VERSO

I LORO FIGLI .

Che' ferve df- cons
delle G

zione alla Scuola

Very rare sole edition of Elisabetta Turra’s early translation of this didactic R e
guide for young women “who are entering into society, and marrying”. | Tradouidal Francefe nell[dioma Iialiano
According to Karen Green (A History of Women's Political Thought in Europe, | Aeb
1700-1800), “Leprince de Beaumont’s educational works emphasize :
autonomous critical reasoning, and the reconciliation of reason and faith, and |
were arguably more widely read than those of the atheist Denis Diderot.” The ’
translation of Beaumont’s guide was one of the first works undertaken by the

young Elisabetta Caminer Turra (1751-1796); it features a group of female ,

interlocutors wrestling with significant social and moral issues of the time IN RO MA MDCCLXXIL

including the duties of a wife and the role of a mother. Green suggests that 1
) ) NELLA STAMI’EI%IA DI PAGLIARINI

Beaumont is an example of a female Enlightenment figure who has been | CON' LicENzA YN’ SUPERIORI,

largely written out of intellectual histories. “Her attitudes... promoted B

education for women grounded in a rational faith reminiscent of Locke”. The

present work must have been completed when Turra was just 21 years old;

funnily enough, the date of publication of the Istruzione per le Giovani Dame is frequently misquoted in even the most

serious scholarly studies of Turra as 1782, leading us to assume that it has not been widely consulted ‘in the flesh’!

OCLC shows US copies at Chicago and UC Davis.

PHILLIS WHEATLEY’S FAME SPREADS TO ITALY
NO COPY IN US OR UK LIBRARIES

22. SORESI, Pierdomenico. Saggio sopra la Necessita ¢ la Facilita di Ammaestrare le
Fancinlle. Milan: Federico Agnelli, 1774. Large 8vo. (2), 110 pp, (2). Contemporary
wrappers, edges deckled; clean and fresh internally. $3,500

Sole edition. By way of advocating for the educational instruction of young gitls,

Soresi offers a litany of examples of remarkable female intellects, including still-
living contemporaries such as his fellow Milanese mathematician Maria Gaetana
Agnesi and the physicist Laura Bassi. On p. 68, Soresi even extends his survey to
a single known example of American female ingenuity: that of “Fillide Wheatley
Poetessa non dozzinale” |extraordinary poet|. Wheatley’s Poens on 1 arions Subjects had
appeared in London just a few months earlier (September, 1773), and Soresi

assumes that his reader will not be familiar with her current reputation, which he
summarizes in a lengthy and adulatory paragraph: “Led by her genius, she had already learned to write in 1765. Currently
in 1773 she is being taught Latin, which she ardently desires to know. Her first essays have appeared under the title of
Poems on Various Subjects |... in which] the simplicity of expression equals the depth of thought and the strength of
feeling...”. Relatively little attention seems to have been paid to the critical reception of Wheatley and her poems
outside of England and America. Unlike the majority of Anglophone reviewers, Soresi is not fascinated by Wheatley’s
African or ‘primitive’ origins, and instead holds her up as an example of purely American genius.



AN ITALIAN-MASTER
ADVERTISES HIS SERVICES FOR LADIES

23. BENCIRECHI, Abbé. ILewns Hebdomadaires de la Langue Italienne a
l'Usage des Danmes. .. dédiés anx Dames Frangaises. Paris: chez 'auteur, 1778. 8vo.
(2), viii pp, 324 pp, vii pp, (5). Contemporary calf. With a delightfully-
preserved large printed contemporary bookseller’s advertisement pasted
onto front pastedown. $1,250
Second recorded copy (the other resides at the BnF). Bencirechi
provides ‘weekly lessons’ for French women desiring to learn the language
of love. In his preface the author assures ‘mesdames’ that they will find Italian
the easiest of languages to pick up, and that his system will have them ready
for any conceivable ‘business, concern, visit, or recreation’ in Italian within
just 8 months. Facing p. 1 Bencirechi further advertises his services
specifically to the female sex: “L’auteur demeure pres de St.-Eustache...
il a professé I'Italien aupres des Dames de la Cour de Vienne & autres
personnes de distinction, pendant huit ans quil a demeuré dans cette
Capitale...” OCLC shows no US or UK copy; the first edition appeared in
1772 and is equally rare in census.
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SOMMERY’S ‘DOUBTS ON SOCIETY’

24. FONTETTE DE SOMMERY, Mademoiselle. Doutes sur les Opinions

regues dans la Société. Amsterdam & Paris: Cailleau, 1782. 12mo. viii pp, 124 pp.
$2,000

First edition of Sommery’s Doubts on Received Opinions in Society, a revised and
| enlarged version of the Brochure Morale printed some 13 years later, but still
éz‘—f anonymously (see item # 19 above). Under the chapter “On Beauty”, for
example, she writes: ““The woman who is most hideous, most mal-formed, most
disgusting, stupidest, most ridiculous, cannot renounce the ability to please.
There are always people to be found who have truly bizarre taste, and for whom
7 (p. 37). OCLC shows 5




LOGIC FOR WOMEN
No US Cory

25. WANDELAINCOURT, Antoine-Hubert. Logigue, ou I'Art de Diriger
notre Entendement dans la Recherche de la 1/érité, destinée an conrs d’Education des
Demoiselles qui ne veulent pas apprendre le Latin. Rouen & Paris: Boucher &
Durand, 1782. 8vo. xii pp, 175 pp, (5). [bound with]:

IBID. Grammaire Frangoise, destinée an conrs d’Education des Demoiselles, et des jeunes
Messienrs qui ne veulent pas apprendre le Latin. Rouen & Paris: Boucher & Durand,
1782. 8vo. (6), xvi pp, 260 pp, (4). Contemporary calf. $2,850

First editions. According to the half-titles, these books were meant to be
taught to girls in the ‘Quatrieme Classe’. In his Logigne, Wandelaincourt notes
that “this last part of our course could be the object of criticism; one finds,
perhaps, that the study of Logic is too serious for women and beneath their
manners: but women think, speak, act, have to make decisions, comport
themselves, and choose between several means; and the errors of their reason
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are undoubtedly as pernicious than those of men...”, further going on to argue that even though women’s minds are

not as susceptible to direction as men’s, and are incapable of “grandes applications, de combinaisons suivies,

d’opérations longues & abstraites”, it would be for the good of society as a whole if they were better educated. OCLC
reports no US copy of either title.
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SCIENTIFIC DEMONSTRATIONS FOR WOMEN

26. ATZE, Christian Gottlieb. Naturlehre fiir Franenzimmer. Vienna:
Trattner, 1785. 8vo. (4), 555 pp. Contemporary quarter calf.
Ownership inscription of ‘Elise Comtesse ???” on pastedown.

$2,500

Second edition (first, 1781) of this rare guide to the natural sciences
for women, and a charming work of the German Enlightenment. The
engraved vignette on the title-page (unique to this edition) gives a
charming depiction of three scientific
demonstrations, perhaps given by the author himself, who invokes

women observing
his ‘theuerste Freundinnen’ in his preface. Addressing the perceived
need for an introductory textbook of the Natural Sciences for women,
the text delves — through nearly 550 pages — into modern questions
of astronomy, physics, and meteorology, before focusing for the most
part on natural history, perhaps deemed the most practical area of
study for women. No US copies, per OCLC.



A GUIDE TO FEMALE SELF-IMPROVEMENT

27. MEYER, Andreas. Wie soll ein junges
Franenzimmer  sich  wiirdig ~ bilden?  Prague:

Diesbach, 1786. 8vo. (9) including
engr.  frontispiece, 10-95 pp, (D).
Contemporary half calf. $950

“Sixth edition” (first, Leipzig, 1771); all
editions are extremely rare in census. Meyer
rejects both extremes of female education: a
woman who knows only housework is little
more than her husband’s maid, but 2 woman
who strays into the realm of masculine
learning is “a fool who wants to rule him with
her knowledge”. To this end, rather than
attempting to discuss “Wolff or Newton”,
Meyer recommends to women the reading of
history and geography, music and drawing,
and the practice of handwriting. All editions
are rare in census.
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ON THE EDUCATION OF YOUNG GIRLS

28. ROVERELLI, Luigi. De/la Educazione delle Fancinlle. .. Accrescinta
d’una lettera dello stesso Antore ad una Dama di gualita. .. Venice: Foglierini,
1788. $850

Sole edition. Dedicated to a noblewoman, Matia Severoli of Faenza,
in order to assist in the education of her daughter Vittoria (according
to the dedication). Roverelli’s work translates Fénelon’s famous De
I’Education des Filles as well as Chetardie’s Instruction pour une jenne
Princesse (1701) — the latter apparently appearing here in Italian for the
first time. OCLC shows no US copy.
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ASTRONOMY FOR LADIES L anm e
e cXanbeltung

29. HELMUTH, Johann Heinrich. Anleitung zur Kenntnif§ des groffen Weltbaues, fiir el i
Frauenzimmer in freundschaftlichen Briefen... Braunschweig: Schulbuchhandlung, 1791. | b'iagr‘f‘gfaﬂgﬁfi‘f:??““ .
8vo. XX pp, 348 pp, (2), plus folding engr. plate. With engr. vignette of two female | in freundiartigen Bricien |
stargazers being instructed by a man. Title-page with crudely excised hexagonal stamp; L
private (?) stamp ‘S.B.” on verso and final leaf; bookplate of Swedish jurist Wilhelm Ve
Penser (1901-1993). Contemporary publisher’s navy boards. $1,450 (

First edition of this guide to astronomy for women. Helmuth dedicates his work to a
local patroness, Catharina Maria Kagel; on pp. VII-XIV we find a list of hundreds of

Braunfdweig, 1791,

mainly female subscribers who financially supported the publication of the present P her Uit Ndbanlung,
work. OCLC shows US copies at the Adler and Oklahoma only. ;
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30. [ROHR, Heinrich Julius Ludwig von]. Schreibtafel zum tiglichen Gebrauch fir Damen. Leipzig: Voys, [1794].
Small 4to. (40), 144 pp, (1306), plus engr frontispiece by Chodowiecki and engt. title-page. Publisher’s red wallet
binding with buckle, rebacked. $1,650

Extremely rare sole appearance of this almanac for women (no other years were printed). At the end are pre-formatted
tables for the reader to fill in her daily expenses as well as for ‘female duties’ [weiblichen Bedienungen] such as
expenditures on children, the cook, the chambermaid, laundry-woman, etc. A charming copy in a publisher’s wallet
binding with fastener. OCLC shows no US copies.



‘NATURAL’ COSMETOLOGY FOR LADIES Yot / / 7//
31. [FLITTNER, Christian Gottfried]. Ammuth und Annuth wnd Sch dnheit
Schonbeit ans den Misterien der Natur und Kunst fur ledige und
verbezrathete Franengimmer. Betlin: Oehmigke, 1799. 8vo. XII
pp, 227 pp, (1), plus delicately hand-colored frontispiece,
engr. title-page, and 3 further stipple-engr. plates.

den Misterien der Natur und Kunst

Jarbedige and werfiecrathele Frawcnzinmer.

Cinct, marnark Sir 1700
. /

Neue A‘\\d'ln‘%'r wit Rupfern.
S ——

Contemporary publisher’s printed boards; a beautifully-
preserved copy. $1,250

“New edition, with plates”; a charming copy of this rare

guide to cosmetology, promising to deliver “Grace and
Beauty from the Mysteries of Nature” to the “single or

Aerlin, 1799

married” female reader. The work is concerned not only with boy - Cehmighe dom Singern

denoting standards of female beauty, but providing recipes

to enhance it, and even a discourse on physiognomy — in
which women are taught how to recognize a ‘comedic’ b
suitor; or a romantic one; or a profound one; or a determined

one. OCLC shows no US copy of this edition.

AN EARLY MONOGRAPH ON MENOPAUSE

CONSETDLS 32. PETIT-RADEL, Philippe / FOTHERGILL, John. Conseils

AUX FEMMES
DE QUARANTE-CINQ A CINQUANTE ANS,
ou
CONDUITE A TENIR
LORS DE LA CESSATION DES REGLES;

Pan le célébre praticien de Londres le docteur

Formencirr.

Traduit et extrait des Observations et Récherches de la
Société Médicale de Londres, et augmenté de notes
par le D. Perrr-Raper.

SECONDE EDITION.

Prix, 75 centimes.

ALPIA R T S%

Chez GABo N, Libraire,, rue de PEcole de Médecine:

AN VIIIL

anx Femmes de Quarante-Cing a Cinguante Ans, ou Conduite a tenir lors de
la Cessation des Rigles... augmenté de notes... Seconde Edition. Paris:
Gabon, An VIII [1799]. 8vo. (5), 6-46 pp, (2) pp translator’s
catalogue. Bound (with two other rare medical titles) in marbled
boards with arsenic-green paper spine featuring printed ex-libris of
“Pourcelot, Medecin’ [various physicians bore this name around the
early decades of the 19th century: Charles-Philippe, Louis-Edmond,
and Victor]. Wonderfully fresh copies of all three works, with
deckled edges. $1,850

“Advice to women aged 45 to 50, or the course to follow during the
cessation of the menses”: the second edition of this eatly treatise on
menopause, greatly expanded from the equally rare first edition.
Wilbush (1979) notes that in the late 18th century menopause began
to be treated as a disease or disorder, culminating with the coining
of the term “la ménespausie” in 1812. “While the English physician
John Fothergill was the first to author an article on the cessation of
menses, it was French doctors who invented the word /z ménopausie,
and who elaborated it profusely throughout the nineteenth century,

while other medical cultures remained largely silent on the matter until the early twentieth century.” (Moore). OCLC
shows just a handful of copies of the first edition (none in the US) and the present, expanded second edition at Loyola
Marymount, Chicago, Illinois, and the NLM.



A TECHNICAL DICTIONARY FOR WOMEN

33. LIPPOLD, Georg Heinrich
Christian & FUNKE, Carl Philipp. Newes
Natur-  und  Kunstlexicon,  enthaltend  die
wichtigsten und gemeinniitzigsten Gegenstinde ans
der Naturgeschichte, Naturlehre, Chemie und
Technologie. Zum bequemen Gebranch insonderbeit
anch  fiir  Ungelebrte  und  fiir  gebildete
Frauenzimmer. Weimar: Industrie-Comptoir,
1801-1805. 4 vols in 4. 4tos. (4), 1203 pp,
(1); (2), 891 pp, (1); (4), 1186 pp; 1V pp, 208
pp, (4). Contemporary half-calf.

$1,250

First edition, complete in four volumes, of
this technical dictionary expressly intended
for ‘uneducated as well as educated women’.
OCLC shows one complete copy in US
libraries, at Cornell; Chicago has Vol 1 only.

THE PHYSICAL AND MORAL BASIS OF BEAUTY,
INCLUDING A CHAPTER ON WOMEN WHO
DRESS AS MEN

34. [CARON, Auguste]. Toilette des Dames, on Encyclopédie de la Beanté;
Contenant des Réflexcions sur la nature de la beauté; sur les causes physiques et
morales qui l'altérent; sur les moyens de la conserver jusqu’a un dge avance. ..
Paris: Debray, 1806. 12mos. 2 vols in 2. 360 pp; 378 pp. Original
publisher’s pink boards; a very fresh and unsophisticated copy.
$1,850

Sole edition, focusing on a variety of aspects of the male construction
of female beauty, including the “methods of conserving it until an
advanced age”. Chapter XII (“Du costume d’homme adopté par
les femmes”) addresses the concerning practice of women who
adopt men’s clothing. “Caron’s guide Toilette des dames on encyclopédie

de la beanté¢ (18006) advised that women could and should use cosmetics because the social harmony of the sexes
depended on feminine beauty. Caron argued that, because the female’s appearance reflected the respectability as well
as the class status of her family, she must strive to be at all times beautiful and clean.” (Grout, The Force of Beauty, p
26). OCLC shows US copies at NYPL, SUNY Buffalo, Delaware, Chicago, Duke, and Texas.



POPULAR SCIENCE FOR WOMEN AND ARTISANS

35. GUTLE, Johann Konrad. Niitzliches Kunst- und Handbuch nener Erfindungen
und  Wissenschaftlicher Kenntnisse... besonders fiir Franenzimmer, Fabrikanten,
Kiinstler, Handwerker und Oefonomen branchbar... Nuremburg: for the author,
1807-1808. 8vo. 2 parts in 1. XXVIII pp, (4), 352 pp; (18), 256 pp, plus 7 engr
plates (2 folding, 1 lightly finished in handcolor). Part II apparently lacking
the 2 plates it was issued with. Contemporary boards. $1,450

Extremely rare sole edition of this artistic, scientific, and culinary miscellany
intended for ‘women, artisans, artists, and hand-laborers’. Such attempts at

popularizing scientific concepts for women and unlearned audiences began |

to emerge in full force in the early 19th century. The present guide, perhaps
used as a household reference work or given to a young woman, has survived
exceptionally poorly. We have located just one other complete copy

worldwide, at the Provincial Library of Amberg; two other copies in |

Germany consist of Part I only, with 5 plates.
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THE ART OF THE
HAIRCUT

36. [MULLOT, Chatles]. [.’Art de
la Parure, ou La Toilette des Damses,
Poéme en Trois Chants. Paris: Lefuel,

[1811]. 12mo. (4), 155 pp, plus
™ cngr. frontispicce. Contemporary
calf, gilt. $1,650
Charming  pocket-sized  poetic

treatise on the ‘art of the female
haircut’, replete with the author’s
detailed notes on the subject, by the
aptly-named Mullot. OCLC reports
a single US copy, at UCLA.



CORRECTING THE DEFECTS OF FEMALE BEAUTY

37. LfJBECK, Johann Carl. Die Toilette der Grazien, oder die Kunst, die
Schonbeit der Damen zu erbalten, u erhoben, die mangelbafte zn ersetzen, und die
verlorene herzustellen. .. Pest: Harleben, 1815. 8vo. 245 pp, (9), plus added
engraved title-page. Late-19th century calf. $1,250

Sole edition. ‘The Toilette of the Graces’, offering a male perspective on
methods of preserving, enhancing, and ‘correcting the defects’ of female
beauty, composed as a ‘readable present for all educated women’ by a
Hungarian physician. OCLC reports two US copies (Chicago, Lloyd
Museum).
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THE LADIES’ DENTIST

38. LE MAIRE, Joseph. Le¢ Dentiste
des Dames. Paris: 'auteur, 1818. Engr.
title and 4 plates. 8vo. xxvi pp, 220 pp,

| plus added engr title-page and 4
— plates. Contemporary blue boards,
= ¢ilt; rebacked. $1,500

First illustrated edition of this
charming guide to home dental care
for ladies. Princess Louise of Baden’s
copy made £10,000 at Christie’s in
2012. OCLC shows US copies at
Columbia and U Penn.



BEAUTY T1PS COMPOSED BY A WOMAN
(FOR A CHANGE)

39. VOIART, Elise. Lettres sur la Toilette des Dames. Paris: Audot, 1822. 12mo.
(4), 305 pp, plus engr. frontispiece. Contemporary calf, gilt. $1,500

One of the rarer titles in the series Engyclopedie des Dames. Voiart’s work
contains chapters on cosmetics, corsets and their ‘abuse’, skincare, wrinkles,
bathing habits, haircare, earrings, oral hygiene, manicuring and pedicuring.
The author ran a noted, liberal-minded salon near Paris. OCLC shows two
US copies (NYPL, Bryn Mawr).

CUTTING YOUR OWN HAIR

EXPLICATION DES FIGURES.

Fig. Legons.  Pag.
1. Tenir le peigne, L 3
2. Se peigner, £ 1I, 5
3. Mettre ses papillotes, 111, 7
4. Passer les papillotes au fer, 1v, 8
5. Relever les cheveux, v, 1
6. Former le casque, VI, 12
7. Partager les cheyeux, VII, 14
8. Créper les cheveux, Vi, 16
g et 10. Former les coques, X, 18

Placer I'épingle, b, A 22
¢ 11. Poser les fleurs, XI, 23

12. Faire des turbans, XII, a6
13. Le turban terminé, 28
14. Emploi du fer a friser, 62
15. Manuiére de se friser, 63

ERRATUM.

Page 23, ligne a1, au licu de que les fleurs sont
celles), etc. , lisez : que les fleurs détachées sont
celles, elc.

LETTRES
SUR LA TOILETTE

DES DAMES.

PAR M*. Exise VOIART.

PARIS,

AUDOT, LIBRAIRE-EDITEUR
HUL DES MAGONS - SORBONNE, N°. 11

1829,

»E L'IMPRIMERIE DE CRAPELET,
! Rue de Vaugirard, n° 9.

40. VILLARET, Pierre. Art de se Coiffer soi-méme, enseigné auxc Dames; suivi du Manunel du Coiffenr, précédé de Préceptes sur
L Antretien, la Beauté et la Conservation de la Chevelure. .. Paris: Roret, 1828. 12mo. (4), 229 pp, (1), plus engr frontispiece
and 1 folding engr plate. Contemporaty calf. Bookseller’s ticket of Juan Eschenburg, Mexico City, as well as 19®
century Mexican ownership inscriptions of “Esther Garcia” and “Plutarea Parra”.

First edition. A comprehensive guide to the demanding art of styling one’s own hair, written for middle-class women
who could not afford to hire a hairdresser. The author was hairdresser to the stars: the King and Queen of Bavaria,
the Duchess of Baden and her court, etc etc. OCLC shows US copies at Buffalo Public Library, NYPL, Tulane,

Harvard, Duke, Library Co of Philadelphia, and U Penn.




